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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 8391 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, TH 

SUBJECT: THAILAND INTERNAL POLITICAL SITUATION REPORT AS OF 
1300 MAY 23 

REF: BANGKOK 8369 

1. ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE NIGHTMARES BEDEVILING THE 
GOVERNMENT, THE CABINET RESIGNATIONS LEFT BANGKOK METROPOLIS 
WITHOUT ANYONE IN CHARGE. NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL DECREE 335 
ESTABLISHED THE BANGKOK GOVERNOR, AS WELL AS THE TWO DEPUTY 
GOVERNORS, AS POLITICAL APPOINTEES RESPONSIVE TO THE CABINET. 
SINCE THE NEXT PERSON IN LINE, CITY CLERK KHUNYING NANTAKA 
SUPRAPATANAN IS ON TOUR IN AUSTRALIA. THE "BANGKOK POST" 
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REPORTED MAY 23 THAT NO ONE IS EMPPOWERED TO SIGN OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
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2. THE PRESS SAYS THE PRESENT CABINET CRISIS WAS ALL IN THE 

STARS. ACCORDING TO ASTROLOGICAL SOURCES THAT THE PRIME MINISTER 
ALLEGEDLY CONSULTED, SATURN (PROBLEMS) TEAMED UP WITH MARS (WORK). 
WHEN JUPITER (CHANGES) JOINED THE PLOT THE STAGE WAS SET FOR A 
CABINET CRISIS. (WE RE LOOKING FOR A NEW EMBASSY ASTROLOGER.) 
ASTROLOGICAL ANALYSIS, HOWEVER, SUPPORTS THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY'S APPARENT INTENTION TO RECOMMEND SANYA TO SUCCEED HIM- 
SELF, AND DIVINES A PERIOD OF RELATIVE LAW AND ORDER FOR THE 
NEW CABINET. 

3. THE MILITARY CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN A LOW PROFILE DURING THE 
PRESENT CABINET RESHUFFLE. GENERAL KRIANGSAK CHOMANAN TOLD 
COMUSMACTHAI MAY 22 THAT SUPREME COMMAND WAS CONDUCTING BUSINESS AS 
USUAL. KRIANGSAK GAVE NOHINT THAT HE ANTICIPATED ANY CHANGES IN 
OPERATING PROCEDURES OR DELAYS IN GETTING NORMAL APPROVALS. A 
RESPECTABLE THAI MILITARY TURN OUT FOR THE AARMA HOSTED GOLF 
TOURNAMENT MAY 22 FURTHER CONFIRMS THE AURA OF NORMALCY. ON A 
TECHNICALITY, GENERAL KRIT SIWARA S POST AS "PEACEKEEPING 

DIRECTOR' 1 AUTOMATICALLY EXPIRED MAY 22 IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 
CABINET RESIGNATIONS. THIS LOSS OF POSITION IS NO WAY A LOSS OF 
GUNS. HOWEVER. KRIT STILL HAS THE CANNONS BUT NO INTENTION OF 
FIRING THEM. 

4. THE CABINET RESIGNATION HAS AFFECTED THE STATUS OF LEGISLATION 
BEFORE THE NLA. ALL CABINET BILLS WHICH HAVE NOT HAD A FIRST 
READING MUST BE WITHDRAWN. THOSE WHICH HAVE PASSED THE FIRST 
READING, INCLUDING THE DRAFT CONSITITUTION AND THE POLITICAL 
PARTIES BILL, REMAIN IN THE LEGISLATIVE MILLS. NEW CABINET MIN- 
ISTERS MAY, HOWEVER, HAVE DIFFERENT ATTITUDES ON BILLS WHICH HAVE 
PASSED THE FIRST READING. A SOURCE WITHIN THE NLA SECRETARIAT 
SUGGESTED MAY 23 THAT THE GOVERNMENT SPONSORED BILL TO GIVE A 
TAX REBATE TO THE SUMMIT OIL COMPANY MAY NOT ULTIMATELY PASS. 

IT SURVIVED MAY 10 BY A MAJORITY OF ONLY TEN VOTES OF 125 CAST. 

5. AN AMERICAN JOURNALIST WHO TALKED WITH NLA SPEAKER KHUKRIT 
PRAMOTE MAY 23 TOLD US THAT KHUKRIT PREDICTED THAT THE ASSEMBLY 
WOULD RECOMMEND SANYA TO SUCCEED HIMSELF. KHUKRIT SAID THAT, 

WITH NLA ENDORSEMENT AND THE KING'S IMPRIMATUR, SANYA WOULD BE 
UNABLE TO DECLINE A RETURN TO POWER. 
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